! | NFORVATI ONAL LETTER ! TRANSM TTAL: 94 | NF-41
DI VISION: Econonic
TO Conmi ssi oners of Security
Soci al Services

DATE: August 23, 1994

SUBJECT: H V Peer Educator Stipends
SUGGESTED
DI STRI BUTI ON: | ncomre Mai ntenance Directors

Food Stanp Directors

Medi cal Assistance Directors
CAP Coor di nat or

Soci al Services Directors
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: 1- 800- 343- 8859
Econom ¢ Security: Charles G anbal vo, extension
4-9327 (AV1810)

Food St anps: County Representative, extension
4-9225
H&LTC: Sharon Burgess, extension 3-5531
( DMAO26)
ATTACHVENTS: Peer Educator Stipend Exenption Form - avail able
on-1ine

FI LI NG REFERENCES

Pr evi ous Rel eases Dept. Regs. | Soc. Serv. Manual Ref.]M sc. Ref
ADMs/ | NFs Cancel | ed lLaw & Ot her
I Legal Ref.
352.16(a) FSSB
387.11 G4
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Date August 23, 1994
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l. PURPCSE

To notify social services districts (SSDs) about H 'V Peer Educator
Stipends and how to budget such stipends under current Departnent
Regul ati ons and poli cy.

BACKGROUND
The AIDS Institute of the State Departnent of Health is funding

stipends which AIDS/H'V prevention prograns wll provide to peer
educators who provide HV prevention information based on their

personal experiences. The AIDS Institute estinmates the savings from
preventing one case of infection is around $30,000. The peer
educators may be HV-ill and thus on SSI and/or HR or they may be

current or forner caretakers of HV infected persons who are on ADC
or HR

In order to support the peer educator program this Departnent has
determined that the stipends provided to peer educators are excluded
as income for public assistance purposes under Departnent Regul ation
352.16(a). The "other organization" (i.e. the AIDS Institute or
community agency) referred to in that regulation, provi des the
stipend as an incentive to encourage peer education work. The
stipend is intended to be used by the educator for expenses related
to peer education work, including transportation, neals outside the
hone, child care expenses and paynent for respite care, and for itens
whi ch do not neet basic needs such as children's toys.

The peer education prograns will likely only involve a few hundred of
our clients. Excl udi ng the stipends under the current regul ations
will permit the AIDS Institute and the prevention progranms to nove
forward in expandi ng these highly effective peer education efforts.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

The stipend inconme provided to H 'V Peer Educators is excludabl e under
Depart ment Regul ation 352.16(a) for both HR & ADC.

Food St anps

Peer Educator stipends that are paynents for an identified expense
related to the peer education work are not gain or benefit to the
househol d and therefore, nust be excluded from househol d i ncome when
determining eligibility and benefit anmpbunt for food stanps.

Medi cal Assi st ance

H V Peer Educator stipends nust be excluded fromincone and resources
in determining eligibility of all MA-Only applicants and recipients.



Dat e

Tr ans.

August 23, 1994

No.

94 INF-41 Page No. 3

ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON

The community agency which provides a stipend to the peer educator
will send to the SSD a Peer Educator Stipend Exenption Form (simlar
to copy att ached) to notify t he SSD that one of their
applicants/recipients is in receipt of a Peer Educator Stipend. The
form wll identify the individual who will receive the stipend and

the anmobunt of the stipend.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economi c Security



PEER EDUCATCOR STI PEND EXEMPTI ON FORM

Agency Nane:

Addr ess:

Cont act Person:

Phone No:

To the | ocal Departnent of Social Services:

This letter acknow edges that the peer educator named below is receiving
a stipend fromthis agency to performH V prevention peer education. The
New York State Departnent of Social Services has determned that such
stipends are exenpt as inconme for public assistance purposes under New York
State Regul ation, 18 NYCRR 352.16(a).

Peer Educator Nane:

Addr ess:

Social Security No.:

DOB.. __/__ |/ Start date: / /

Stipend amount: $ week and or $ nmont h

The New York State Departnment of Health, AIDS Institute, is committed to
funding and encouraging peer education activities as an essential tool for
H 'V preventi on. (agency nanme) acknow edges
that pursuant to 18 NYCRR 352.16(a), the stipend is being provided as
an incentive to encourage peer education activities, and is intended to be
used by the educator for expenses related to peer education activities,
including transportation, neals outside the honme, and child care expenses,
and paynment for respite care and itens which do not neet basic needs, such
as children's toys.

AUTHORI ZED ACENCY S| GNATURE

NAME:

TI TLE:

DATED:

FORM PESE ( 6/ 94)



